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better was the condition of Buda-Pest, the capital of Hungary; but since
it was more concerned with agriculture and less with manufactures it

did not suffer so much as Vienna.

There are many geographers who feel that a reconstructed "middle
Danube union," with a democratic form of government like that of
the United States, or Switzerland, will be a considerable improvement
on the state of affairs in the period 1919-38, for self-determination has
not proved a panacea by any means. It has led to the rise of customs
barriers between the numerous small nations which have greatly hin-
dered the growth of trade and prosperity.

Small nations are a natural prey to jingoistic dictators. Yet it seems
quite unnecessary to have a completely independent state, if one
desires to conserve the best of one's particular culture. Many folk do
not realize that the British Empire offers a number of examples of free
cultural minorities. For instance the Boers in South Africa have be-
come reconciled to their union with the Empire, as also have the
numerous French in Canada. Both would clearly have been in jeopardy
from Hitler had they been quite dissociated from the Empire. The
same holds true with regard to Eire, which, however, has received all the
benefits of the protection of the Empire, but has made no effort to
help England as she might. For instance, as regards naval bases, cer-
tain of these would have been of great value in the recent years of stress.

For these and other reasons it seems logical to the writer to place
much less reliance on self-determination as a cure for Europe's troubles
now, than he did in 1918-19. Furthermore it is well to realize that
there is a considerable difference in the outlooks of the "Englishry"
(to use a convenient term for "English-speaking peoples'*) and of
other European peoples, Wertheimer makes some very pertinent
remarks on this point in his recent book Victory Is Not Enough.5 He
says that the League of Nations was the invention of the Puritan
Anglo-Saxons, who laboured under the delusion that moral force was
strong enough to determine European policies. The French and
nations of central and eastern Europe had very little confidence in this
ideal. He declares that Versailles resulted in the creation of twenty-
seven sovereignties; and that we must imitate the totalitarian powers
in one respect, i.e., in stressing Union for common advance rather than
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